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Introducing Central Bedfordshire
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Growth context
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Drainage context
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Our vision for SuDS

Shifting the thinking

Infrastructure                  Asset

Drainage                 Multifunctional

Homogeneous               Complements local character
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Why develop guidance?

• Using our existing statutory 

role – proactive local 

leadership

• Joined up guidance

• Early consideration of 

SuDS

• Holistic approach to SuDS

design
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What does the guidance provide?

• Design principles – not prescriptions

• Requirements to suit our local area

• A statutory basis for seeking multi-functional SuDS
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How does this sit with the recent 

Government proposals?

Considerations for us as a Unitary authority

• SuDS as part of the planning process 

• Evaluation of design

• Identifying assets 

• Funding
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Wider issues from Government 

proposals

• Statutory weight; material consideration vs right to 

connect

• Adoption mechanism(s)
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How to maximise the opportunities

• Dialogue with planning colleagues – policy makers and 

development management

• Dialogue with developers

• Dialogue with stakeholders
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To find out more#

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/Images/140509%20C

entral%20Bedfordshire%20Sustainable%20Drainage%20G

uidance%20low%20res_tcm6-55090.pdf#False

or email laura.kitson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk with any 

questions.


