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Construction Maintenance and 

Long Term Maintenance of 

SUDS.  

GORDON HUNT 

COUNTY DRAINAGE ENGINEER 

Oxfordshire County Council 

Lead Local Flood Authorities as 
Statutory Consultees 

ÅMust check and approve :- 

ÅSuDS Construction Maintenance Plans 

ÅLong Term SuDS Maintenance Plans 

 

ÅWhy? 
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  Construction Maintenance Plans  

ÅSuDS systems need to be constructed 
early on in any Development to be 
effective in the long term.  

ÅThis is done, but then they are forgotten.  

ÅThey need to be managed to keep 
construction silt and waste out of them.  

ÅThis requires for them to be within the 
construction plan for the development and 
be checked by the LLFA.  

The LLFA should be checking:- 

ÅSite methods for keeping:- 

ÅOil. 

ÅSilt. 

ÅConstruction rubbish out of the SuDS 
systems. 

ÅAnd the ongoing proposed maintenance of 
these systems. 
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ÅThese can include:- 

ÅTemporary oil interceptors. 

ÅPre ï treatment ditches / ponds.  

ÅSilt Busters. 

ÅEtc. 

ÅBut these measures must be checked 
regularly by the Highway Authority 
Inspectors during the developments 
construction life. 

This is often forgotten  
ÅSo when Developers push for adoption. 

ÅWe find:- 

ÅUn-useable SuDS systems. 

ÅWhich have to be re-constructed/de-silted. 

ÅAt additional costs.  

Åbut more importantly, they are not ready 
to cope with the Development flows.  

ÅSo Pollution can occur - off site.  
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SuDS Maintenance Plans 

ÅHow often do the appear in the Flood Risk Assessments? 

ÅAlong with, we will use these SuDS systems provided the 
Geotechnical information is favourable! 

ÅThen we get ï all in line with the CIRIA C753 manual. 

ÅThey seem to forget that the Maintenance Sub-
Contractors will have never heard of the manual or the 
thought of searching through a 1000 page document as 
(saying I do not have the time).  

Maintenance Sub-Contractors 
Small Local Firms used 
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Therefore what we Need : - 

ÅA stand alone Document with the 
following information: - 

ÅA SuDS plan of the site. 

ÅWhat SuDS are on the site. 

ÅWhat maintenance these SuDS require. 

ÅWhen these SuDS require maintenance. 

ÅHow they should be maintained.  

What annoys me:- 

ÅCut and paste plans from other sites. 

ÅWhen they show and describe SuDS, 
which are not on the development.  

ÅHow can Sub-Contractors do accurate 
costings for Management Companies, 
when they do not have accurate 
information to work from.  
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The Layout Plan 

ÅShowing all the SuDS ï labelled. 

ÅEasy reference to the Maintenance Plan 
Document. 

ÅIf the various ponds / swales require 
different maintenance regimes, they are 
labelled separately. 

What SuDS :- 

ÅThese need to be stated clearly with the 
sizes and lengths. 

ÅSimple cross sections included, as the Sub 
Contractor will not have the standard 
details for the site.  

ÅThis will help him decide if he has the 
right equipment for the job.  


