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Who are we 
 

• Unitary Authority since 

April 2009 

• 223,000 households 

• 2230 square km, 862 

Square miles 

• 12 major centres 

• Population 0.5m 
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Drainage and Coastal Protection 

Team 

• Team created in 2011 

• 8 full time officers 

• Responsibilities 

• Duties of the LLFA 

• Drainage Design 

• Capital Works 

• Coastal Protection 
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SAB 

• Summer 2014 began to look into 

adoption ahead of the enactment of 

Schedule 3 

• December 2014 ministerial statement 

• January 2015 agreed first SuDS 

adoption 
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SuDS ADOPTION 

Initial thoughts 

• Required 

• By mutual agreement 

• Guaranteed income to cover maintenance 

• Land must be transferred 

• Adoption agreement in place prior to sale of plots 

• Accessible and low maintenance 

• Fair and accountable 

• Desirable 

• Adoption of open spaces 
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SuDS Adoption 

• 5 Documents 

• SuDS Adoption Agreement 

• Rentcharge 

• Deed of Apportionment 

• SuDS Transfer 

• Deed of Covenant 
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SUDS ADOPTION PROCESS 

• Three main activities 

• Technical Approval 

• Legal agreement 

• Planning consent 
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Example Site 
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Typical maintenance schedule 
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Typical apportionment schedule 
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Guidance 

• Web page 

• SuDS Adoption Guide 

• Sample legal 

documents 

 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/7363/Sustainable-drainage-systems 
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Questions 


