
Introduction

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has commissioned research to
explore whether the English Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems
(SuDS) (“the NSTS”) could be updated to help deliver SuDS that provide multiple benefits. This will
contribute to improving water quality and providing better places and spaces that have health and
wellbeing benefits.

This research is being undertaken by a team led by HR Wallingford that includes CIRIA, McCloy
Consulting, Illman Young and others. A key element of the research is to engage with stakeholders
that approve, design and commission SuDS for new developments in England to understand
whether proposed new wording for the standards and associated clarification statements will help
deliver multiple benefits within the current planning and regulatory regime.

We welcome your feedback on the proposed updated standards via this survey. The survey
describes the objectives and desired outcomes for each standard, the proposed wording for each
standard and the relevant clarification statements that will accompany the standards. Your
feedback will be used in the research project to inform recommended updates to the NSTS.

The survey should take around 25 minutes to complete. A PDF of the survey that contains the
standards can be downloaded from here (we can only accept online responses).

Many thanks.

The Project Team
 

Notice:

Completing this survey is voluntary, responses will be anonymised and no personal data relating to any individual

will be collected or stored. The findings from the survey is for research purposes only and will provide useful

feedback for the project to provide recommendations on updating the Non-statutory technical standards for SuDS.

Information collected will be stored in accordance with CIRIA’s Privacy Policy. For further information and queries

related to the survey contact Paul Shaffer at paul.shaffer@ciria.org.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainable-drainage-systems-non-statutory-technical-standards
https://www.susdrain.org/files/News/Survey/201023_draft_update_of_nsts_for_suds_survey.pdf
https://www.ciria.org/About/Privacy_policy.aspx
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About you

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

1. Do you agree to participate in the survey? The data collected will be used to inform the review of the
Non-statutory technical standards for SuDS (NSTS)

*

Yes

No
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About you

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

If you answered 'organisation', please let us know which organisation you're responding on behalf of.

2. Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?*

Individual

Organisation (please specify)

3. What is your role in the delivery of SuDS?*

Approval (i.e. I approve and/or provide advice for planning applications)

Practitioner/designer (i.e. I'm involved in the design of SuDS)

Developer/client (i.e. I commission other people to design SuDS)

Other (i.e. I am none of the above)
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About you - Approver

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

Specify here (max 100 characters)

4. What role do you have within the approval process for SuDS? Please select from the drop-down menu.*
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About you - Practitioner/designer

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

Specify here (max 100 characters)

5. What role do you have as a SuDS practitioner/designer? Please select from the drop-down menu.*

5



About you - Developer/client

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

Specify here (max 100 characters)

6. What role do you have within a developer/client organisation? Please select from the drop-down menu.*
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About you - Other

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

Specify here (max 100 characters)

7. What role do you have in SuDS?*
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Feedback on the updated draft standards

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

 
The aim of this research is to report whether updating the current Non-Statutory Technical
Standards (NSTS) for sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) published in 2015 could help deliver
SuDS that provide multiple benefits.

We have developed draft standards and accompanying clarification statements following a review
of evidence and stakeholder engagement.
 
The draft standards make reference to ‘a SuDS approach’. We are proposing that the definition of
that approach is provided with the standards and should be as follows:

8. How clear is this definition? Please select one.*

Clear

Not clear

Don't know

9. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know', please provide details of the clarification needed. (Max 500
characters)
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Standard 1 – Prioritising runoff destination

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

With reference to the objectives and desired outcomes for each standard, please provide your feedback on each proposed standard
and accompanying clarification statements.
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 Clear Not clear Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

10. How clear is this standard and clarification statements? Please select one.*
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Standard

Clarification statements

11. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know' please provide details of any changes to the wording of the
standard and/or clarification statements that may be needed. (Max 500 characters)

12. Can this standard be delivered? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

13. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to deliver? (Max 500 characters)

14. Will it be possible to assess compliance with this standard? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

15. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to assess? (Max 500 characters)
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Specify here (max 100 characters)

16. What additional guidance or tools are needed to deliver and/or assess compliance with this standard?
Please select all that apply.

None

Reference to the CIRIA SuDS Manual

Design proforma

Design process diagram

Checklist

Design tools (please specify)

Other (please specify)

17. Are there any other aspects related to the delivery and/or assessment of this standard that we should
consider? (Max 500 characters)
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Standard 2 – Managing runoff from everyday rainfall

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems
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 Clear Not clear Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

18. How clear is this standard and clarification statements? Please select one.*

Standard

Clarification statements

19. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know' please provide details of any changes to the wording of the
standard and/or clarification statements that may be needed. (Max 500 characters)

20. Can this standard be delivered? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

21. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to deliver? (Max 500 characters)
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22. Will it be possible to assess compliance with this standard? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

23. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to assess? (Max 500 characters)

Specify here (max 100 characters)

24. What additional guidance or tools are needed to deliver and/or assess compliance with this standard?
Please select all that apply.

None

Reference to the CIRIA SuDS Manual

Design proforma

Design process diagram

Checklist

Design tools (please specify)

Other (please specify)

25. Are there any other aspects related to the delivery and/or assessment of this standard that we should
consider? (Max 500 characters)
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Standard 3 – Managing runoff from extreme rainfall

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems
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 Clear Not clear Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

26. How clear is this standard and clarification statements? Please select one.*
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Standard

Clarification statements

27. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know' please provide details of any changes to the wording of the
standard and/or clarification statements that may be needed. (Max 500 characters)

28. Can this standard be delivered? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

29. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to deliver? (Max 500 characters)

30. Will it be possible to assess compliance with this standard? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

31. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to assess? (Max 500 characters)
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Specify here (max 100 characters)

32. What additional guidance or tools are needed to deliver and/or assess compliance with this standard?
Please select all that apply.

None

Reference to the CIRIA SuDS Manual

Design proforma

Design process diagram

Checklist

Design tools (please specify)

Other (please specify)

33. Are there any other aspects related to the delivery and/or assessment of this standard that we should
consider? (Max 500 characters)
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Standard 4 – Managing the quality of runoff

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems
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 Clear Not clear Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

34. How clear is this standard and clarification statements? Please select one.*

Standard

Clarification statements

35. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know' please provide details of any changes to the wording of the
standard and/or clarification statements that may be needed. (Max 500 characters)
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36. Can this standard be delivered? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

37. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to deliver? (Max 500 characters)

38. Will it be possible to assess compliance with this standard? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

39. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to assess? (Max 500 characters)

Specify here (max 100 characters)

40. What additional guidance or tools are needed to deliver and/or assess compliance with this standard?
Please select all that apply.

None

Reference to the CIRIA SuDS Manual

Design proforma

Design process diagram

Checklist

Design tools (please specify)

Other (please specify)
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41. Are there any other aspects related to the delivery and/or assessment of this standard that we should
consider? (Max 500 characters)

25



Standard 5 – Implementing SuDS with amenity value

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems
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 Clear Not clear Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

42. How clear is this standard and clarification statements? Please select one.*

Standard

Clarification statements

43. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know' please provide details of any changes to the wording of the
standard and/or clarification statements that may be needed. (Max 500 characters)

44. Can this standard be delivered? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know
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Standard

Clarification statements

45. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to deliver? (Max 500 characters)

46. Will it be possible to assess compliance with this standard? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

47. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to assess? (Max 500 characters)

Specify here (max 100 characters)

48. What additional guidance or tools are needed to deliver and/or assess compliance with this standard?
Please select all that apply.

None

Reference to the CIRIA SuDS Manual

Design proforma

Design process diagram

Checklist

Design tools (please specify)

Other (please specify)

49. Are there any other aspects related to the delivery and/or assessment of this standard that we should
consider? (Max 500 characters)
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Standard 6 – Implementing SuDS with biodiversity value

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems
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 Clear Not clear Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

50. How clear is this standard and clarification statements? Please select one.*

Standard

Clarification statements

51. If you answered 'not clear' or 'don't know' please provide details of any changes to the wording of the
standard and/or clarification statements that may be needed. (Max 500 characters)

52. Can this standard be delivered? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know
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Standard

Clarification statements

53. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to deliver? (Max 500 characters)

54. Will it be possible to assess compliance with this standard? Please select one.*

Always

Most of the time

Sometimes

Never

Don't know

Standard

Clarification statements

55. If you answered 'sometimes' or 'never', what changes to the wording of the standard and/or clarification
statements would make it easier to assess? (Max 500 characters)

Specify here (max 100 characters)

56. What additional guidance or tools are needed to deliver and/or assess compliance with this standard?
Please select all that apply.

None

Reference to the CIRIA SuDS Manual

Design proforma

Design process diagram

Checklist

Design tools (please specify)

Other (please specify)

57. Are there any other aspects related to the delivery and/or assessment of this standard that we should
consider? (Max 500 characters)
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Skills and knowledge

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

 
Standard 1:

Runoff
destination

Standard 2:
Managing

everyday rainfall

Standard 3:
Managing

extreme rainfall
Standard 4:

Water quality
Standard 5:

Amenity
Standard 6:
Biodiversity

Drainage engineer

Landscape architect

Planner

Ecologist

Highways engineer

Architect

Other (please specify)

Specify here (max 100 characters)

58. What expertise do you foresee you will require within your organisation to deliver and/or assess
compliance with the standards? Please select all that apply.

 
Standard 1:

Runoff
destination

Standard 2:
Managing

everyday rainfall

Standard 3:
Managing

extreme rainfall
Standard 4:

Water quality
Standard 5:

Amenity
Standard 6:
Biodiversity

Drainage engineer

Landscape architect

Planner

Ecologist

Highways engineer

Architect

Other (please specify)

Specify here (max 100 characters)

59. Please indicate whether the necessary expertise is present in your organisation and would be an
available resource for the purpose of either designing SuDS to meet the standards or assessing
compliance with the standards? Please select all that apply.
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Thank you

Draft update of the Non-statutory technical standards for sustainable drainage systems

60. Please use the text box to provide any other additional comments. (Max 500 characters)

Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey.

Your feedback will be used to inform recommendations to Defra on updates to the Non-statutory technical standards for SuDS.
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